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SUBJ: MARSHAL LON NOL'S MESSAGE TO BREZHNEV 

1. ON JULY 31 MARSHAL LON NOL CALLED ME TO PALACE 
WHERE HE HANDED ME COPY OF HIS TELEGRAM TO CHAIRMAN 
BREZHNEV IN WHICH HE REQUESTS SOVIET SUPPORT FOR HIS 
OFFER OF UNCONDITIONAL NEGOTIATIONS AMONG KHMER. I 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE TELEGRAM WAS SENT DIRECTLY TO MR. 
BREZHNEV IN MOSCOW AND COPY WAS ALSO GIVEN TO THE 
CARETAKER OF THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH FOR 
TRANSMITTAL THROUGH NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS. MARSHAL 
SAID HE WANTED WASHINGTON TO HAVE TEXT OF HIS MESSAGE. 

2. 1 AVAILED MY SELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INFORM 
THE MARSHAL ABOUT EDITORIAL WHICH HAD APPEARED IN 
JULY 28 PRAVDA DENOUNCING MY EFFORTS TO PROP UP THE 
LON NOL REGIME. MARSHAL DISMISSED SOVIET EDITORIAL AS 
EFFORT TO FLOAT ALTERNATIVE WHICH WOULD PERMIT SOVIETS TO 
INCREASE THEIR INFLUENCE IN CAMBODIA, COUNTRY WHERE 
THEIR CONSIDERABLE EARLIER INFLUENCE HAS BEEN DISSIPATED 
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ILLUSIONS ABOUT ARRIVING AT NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE OTHER 
SIDE IN NEAR FUTURE, HE NEVERTHELESS HOPES THAT SOVIETS 
WILL REALIZE THAT IT IS ALSO IN THEIR NATIONAL INTEREST 
TO HELP BRING ABOUT NEGOTIATIONS ON THE KHMER PROBLEM IN 
MANNER WHICH WILL NOT LEAVE PEKING AS DOMINANT INFLUENCE. 
ANOTHER REASON FOR KEEPING MOSCOW INFORMED ON THE JULY 9 
INITIATIVE, LON NOL SAID, IS FACT THAT SOVIET UNION IS 
CO-CHAIRMAN OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

3. FOLLOWING IS EMBASSY'S INFORMAL TRANSLATION OF FRENCH 
TEXT OF LON NOL'S MESSAGE TO CHAIRMAN BREZHNEV: 

BEGIN TEXT: 

YOUR EXCELLENCY IS UNDOUBTEDLY ALREADY AWARE OF THE 
SOLEMN DECLARATION I MADE ON JULY 9, 1974, ON THE KHMER 
GOVERNMENT POSITION CONCERNING A SETTLEMENT OF THE KHMER 
PROBLEM. I PROPOSED DISCUSSIONS WITHOUT PRIOR CONDITIONS 
BECAUSE THIS PEACE OFFER IS MOTIVATED BY THE 
SINCERE AND ARDENT DESIRE OF MY GOVERNMENT TO END 
THE UNDESCRIBABLE ATROCITIES OF THE WAR PRESENTLY 
RAGING IN MY COUNTRY. WE ARDENTLY HOPE THAT OUR 
APPEAL FOR PEACE SO MUCH WISHED BY OUR PEOPLE WILL BE 
HEARD BY ALL PEACE AND JUSTIC LOVING COUNTRIES AND 
WE HOPE TO COUNT ON YOUR ASSISTANCE AND SUPPORT TO 
ACHIEVE THIS DIALOGUE WITHOUT PRECONDITIONS AMONG 
KHMERS. BY THIS MESSAGE I HOPE TO BE ABLE TO COUNT 
ON YOUR EXCELLENCY'S FULL UNDERSTANDING AS WELL AS 
HIS EVENTUAL INTERVENTION TO HELP US IN THE TASK OF 
NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF 
INDEPENDENCE, TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY AND NEUTRALITY. 

WITH MY SINCERE GRATITUDE IN ANTICIPATION OF YOUR 
ASSISTANCE, PLEASE ACCEPT MY VERY HIGH CONSIDERATION. 

SIGNED LON NOL. END TEXT 

4. AS I MENTIONED IN ANOTHER TELEGRAM, LON NOL 

HAS SENT SIMILAR MESSAGES TO MADAME GANDHI, PRESIDENT 
GISCARD D'ESTAING, PRIME MINISTER TANAKA AND OF COURSE 
PRESIDENT NIXON. 
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